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The monthly bulletin of the 
Bar Hill Residents Association, 
distributed to all residents 


New residents 
We welcome this month: 
hw. and iirs. Dean, 6 Otter Gardens 
Mr. and hrs. Read-Jones, 20 Otter Close — 
Mr. and iirs. webster, 41 Acorn avenue. — 


Child selfare Clinic 


Mothers with babies and small children will be very welcome at the Child 
welfare Clinic, which is to be held for the first time in the Village on Thursday, 
5th February at 2.30 p.m. in the school (and subsequently on the first Thursday of 
each month). Dr. Paterson and Miss Webster, the Health Visitor, will be in attendance, 
and welfare foods will be on sale. 


Road safety 
The Parish Council are alarmed and disgusted to notice that after all the 
efforts made to increase safety at the A604 junction, a proportion of residents are 
ignoring the most elementary rules of the road and creating situations of great 
danger. 


The Council appeals to these people to consider others even if they have no 


regard for their own sarety. 
\ 


Bar Hill Church Centre 
"Newcomers" 


Meeting of the "Newcomers" on Thursday, 19th February at 22 acorn avenue, 8 p.m 
Please come, and bring your new neighbours (old ones too!) Details will follow later. 


British Red Cross Society (Swavesey Division) 
This year the British Red Cross Society celebrates its first centenary, and attention 
is being drawn to the ever more pressing need for accident prevention in the home and 
on the road; it is hoped that more people will gain a sound knowledge of modern life 
saving methods, or when necessary be better able to care for sick relatives who are 
sent home to convalesce. Courses of instruction fol non-members are being run during 
this year, and we are asked to publicise tnese by Mr. L. aubrey ilughes, the Divisional 
Director; anyone who is interested should let lirs. Palmann, 17 acorn avenue, know, so 
that some idea of numbers can be gained. 


Women's Institute 


The next meeting will be in the school on Thursday, 5th February at 7.45 p.m., when 
Mrs. Willows and Mr. Norton will be entertaining us with songs. 


Conversion to Natural Gas 


As soon as the date for the conversion of Bar Hill was known, the BHRA got in toucl. 
with the Gas Board. As it is winter, and we rely mainly on gas for our heating, it 
seemed worthwhile to open an official channel of communication between the Association 
and Gascol in case any snags arose. 


As far as we know, the conversion has gone according to plan, but there may be somc 
complaints which have not been satisfactorily dealt with by the fitters on the site. 
If you have a complaint to make, please send it as soon as possible (IN WRITING) to 
any Committee member, and we will take it up with Gascol at once. BAM ‘Dale 


THIS Is aA FRIVATE PUBLICATION, aND ITs CONTENTS MUsT NOT BE REPRODUCED FOR 
ANY PURPOSE WHATSOEVER WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE 3B.H.R.A. 


ee STOP PRESS: Swavesey Conservative Association invite you to a wine and cheese. ™ 
party to meet Mr. Pym: Friday, 6th Feb., 8 p.m. at Swavesey Village College. 


Camping Free tickets - phone C.H. 531 
We started camping and became quite hooked on it after a package tour to Spain 
about five years ago. ie had a glorious holiday except that the notel was very noisy 


especially at night (all that flamenco dancing and bull fight music). 


When spring came around again we decided that a continental holiday was a must, 
but how to do it with five in the family? We hired a tent in Brittany at Dinard, where 
an Englishman with his family run a small part of a larger camp site. We wrote away 
for a brochure and were impressed by it. As the time to go grew nearer I was full of 
trepidation as camping was completely new to us. at the time, however, this was 
offset by the cost, which came to only 45/- per day for all of us and the only things 
we had to bring were bed linen and towels. I knew the tents were big, but would the 
site be noisy, dirty, dull when it was wet? I need not have worried one little bit. 
After arriving after a sleepless night on the night ferry (never again), and driving 
160 miles to the camp we were exhausted. «after being welcomed by the camp manger who 
pointed out where everything was, I lay in the inner tent on a camp bed with a pile 
of lovely soft bed covers beneath me. ‘the camp was quiet, it was beautifully clean, 
there were shops, and dinner was provided if needed by the manager and his daughters, 
or the local charcuterie in Dinard. The sun was out and the tent was beautifully warn. 
Just a hundred yards away was a sandy beach, rocks and islets set in the clear blue- 
green sca. 


From that moment I was absolutely hooked. We had a marvellous ten days and 
I did not cook once. Croissants ane fresh bread for breakfast with lots of proper 
coffee, home-made marmalade and thick fruity jams. lLuneh consisted of cheeses, salads 
and French loaves sold warm from the shop, lots af wine (even the children had a Blass 
once a day) and huge peaches or sticky fruit tarts. Dinner was cooked for us, or we 
would buy the dish of the day from the charcuterie. ‘This was very often a delicious 
soup and hot spit-roasted chicken with just a hint of garlic. If the evening was 
warm we would eat outside, and nothing has ever tasted so good. we did not find 
eating this way very expensive, and I would budget for £3 per day, taking basic things 
like sugar and coffee from Mngland. The nearby towns of Dinard, St.Malo and Dinan 
are rich in history and have lots of interesting shops, so even on wei mornings or 
afternoons we-had plenty to do and see and the sun soon came out again. 


After such a successful holiday there was only one thing to do, and that was to 
buy our own equipment and launch out on our own. We wrote again to the Inglish site 
manager and he suggested a La Prairie Cote a Cote tent, which with an added kitchen 
areagame to £67 (including 10% off for eash, or something equally vague). The tent 
is blue, with a large sitting area and two sleeping compartments in the inner tent. 
With the kitchen extension up, which is about 6' x 3', we have a really roomy tent. 
This hus never iet us down and even after torrential rain and high winds, we have 
remained completely dry. I have often, after a particularly severe storm at night, 
put my hand out, sure that the main tent was afloat with water, but there has never 
been a drop. 


The next thing was beds and sleeping bags. For ourselves we bought waffle air 
mattresses, and the children had foam beds, gq little hard for adults but warm and 
comfortable for children. Three medium-quality terylene sleeping bags and two down- 
filled ones for us. I would always advise down-filled best quality bazs where possible. 
I have one called 'High Endeavour' which is supposed to be for mountaineers, but I like 
it even in France in summer, especially in the cool hours before dawn. -+he children, 
by the way, complain about the heat of their bags even when we have camped at Easter 
and the temperature has fallen to freezing at night. ; 


Cooking is easy with a twin-burner gas stove. Turn the knob, and there is the 
gas. No pumping up paraffin stoves, as I once feared. J1 use my own pots and pans 
and utensils. we have a thing called a Beanstalk to store food and plates, etc.; 
it is a series of wire trays neld together by uprights of wire with a couple of trays 
on top. ‘he table has to be large enough for five - it has a woodgrain laminate top 
with fold-away legs; we have comfortable fold-away chairs. Clothes I hang up ina 
plastic wadrobe hung from the main frume, and the rest I leave in the suitcase. This 
system works very well. we have a sort of shoe-tidy to store things like toothbrushes, 
makeup, first aid, etc. The floor of the main tent is covered with a groundsheet, and 
our lighting comes from a Gaz lamp, which is portable. we have always used sites with 
proper toilets, and most of them on long-term stops have showers, basins, etc. as 
basic amenities. 

Children love camping. There are new places to visit, ready made friends, good 
food and comfortable beds. No hotel lounges, or parents exhausting themselves trying 
to enter tain them all day. It catainly is the life for me. Perhaps next month I coul 
tell you about our first camping holiday in wales, and the first one by ourselves on 
the Continent. we acquired a lot of experience and improved our equipment, and found 
out as well that the French love children and make all sorts of arrangements to keep 


them out of your hair, Marsha Palmann 


